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1., INTRODUCTION

Ghana has achieved significant increases in per capita GDP, propelling the country into a Lower Middle-
fncome Country status with a per capita income of US$1,598 (as at 2011). Prospecting of oil further
accelerated the GDP growth rate in 2011, with real GDP at 14.4%. The GDP growth rate dropped to 7.1%
in2012 as against a target of 9.4%. The 2013 GDP is projected to grow at 8.0%.

Although Ghana is currently said to be one of the fastest growing economies in the world, the quality
and the distribution of the benefits of the growth have been limited. The growth process is
characterised by low employment generation and therefore low productivity; declining agricultural
output, widening income disparities, and fast degradation of the environment. Despite the positive
growth over the last two decades and reduction in extreme poverty, extreme poverty is more pervasive
in the three northern regions of Ghana with poverty levels at 38.7%, 79.0% and 60.1% in Northern,
Upper West and Upper East Regions respectively {Millennium Development Report, 2012). The key
underlying factors of inequality in Ghana are the lack of econamic opportunities; access to productive
resources and technology; and low productivity, especially in the informal sector and with food crop
farmers, particularly in the northern savannah. Reducing inequality therefore requires a mix of pro-poor
policies and strategies, targeting the informal sector and vulnerable groups particularly food crop
farmers, the youth and women. Since proper targeting requires data and evidence-based planning,
strengthened capacity for pro-poor planning and development management at all levels of government
will enhance human development and equity in Ghana. This should be complemented by the enhanced
capacity of the citizenry to participate in the development process.

2. OBIECTIVES AND EXPECTED OUTPUTYS:

The Annual Workplan on “Promoting Inclusive Growth and Development” sought to support Ghana’s
vision of inclusive growth and development, as captured in the Ghana Shared Growth and Development
Agenda {GSGDA) 2010-2013, specifically in the priority area of “effective decentralisation for enhanced
focal economic development and efficiency in public service delivery at all levels”. It is premised on the
theory of change that:“Growth which is inclusive will increase economic opportunities for segments of
the Ghanaian society who currently do not benefit fully from economic growth. For this to happen,
development (social, econemic and political] should be more equitable. Equitable development can be
possible only if development planning ond management is inclusive and evidence based, with the
citizenry, particutarly the deprived and vulnerable, participating in the process.”To this end, the Annuat
Work Plan had three strategic areasof focus or expected outputs:

» Enhance the capacity of MDAs and CS50s to formulate and implement national and sectoral
policies, plans and programmes which were aimed at promoting inclusive socio-economic
growth;

» Improve the capacity for data management and analytical work; and

e Improve local level capacity for employment and income creation.
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